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North American Specification Certification Comparisons

[bookmark: _Hlk190674027]North American Specification Certifications Comparison Table
This table compares certifications from the Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) and Construction Specifications Canada (CSC), covering cost, prerequisites, duration, and testing requirements.

Comparison Table: Specification Certifications
	CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE (CSI)

	Certification
	Prerequisites
	Duration to Complete
	Testing & Requirements

	Certified Construction Product Representative (CCPR)
	✅ Completed the CDT & CCPR Exams offered by CSI.
✅ 2 years' experience representing construction products.
✅ Two manufacturer or employer references are required.
	Self-paced
	CCPR Exam:
Computer-based exam; 200 multiple-choice questions (4-hour test), requiring a 75% or higher.

	Construction Documents Technologist (CDT)
	✅ No formal prerequisites.
✅ Open to industry professionals.
	Self-paced
	CDT Exam:
Computer-based exam; 120 multiple-choice questions (2-hour test), requiring a 75% or higher.

	Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA)
	✅ 5 years' industry experience in contract administration.
✅ Two experienced professional references are required.
	Self-paced
	CCCA Exam:
Computer-based exam; 200 multiple-choice questions (4-hour test), requiring a 75% or higher.




	Certification
	Prerequisites
	Duration to Complete
	Testing & Requirements

	Certified Construction Specifier (CCS)
	✅ 40 hrs of coursework in Project Planning and Design.
✅ 2 years' industry experience with CDT or CCCA Certifications; OR
✅ 5 years' industry experience without CSI Certifications.
✅ Two experienced professional references are required.
	Self-paced
	CCS Exam:
Computer-based exam; 120 multiple-choice questions (3-hour test), requiring a 75% or higher.

	CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS CANADA (CSC)

	Certified Technical Representative (CTR)
	✅ Open to individuals acting as technical sales reps and manufacturer representatives.
✅ Active CSC Membership.
✅ Completed the PCD & TR Courses offered by CSC.
✅ Pass a CTR Panel Discussion.
	Self-paced
	Demonstration of competency achieved by a successful oral technical sales presentation to a local CTR review panel.

	Certified Specification Practitioner (CSP)
	✅ Active CSC Membership.
✅ Completed the PCD & Specifier Courses offered by CSC.
✅ Complete a min. of 1,000 hrs of work, including a min. of 300 hrs reviewing Specifications.
	Varies based on individual progress
	Evaluation of industry experience and project documentation.
Closed book examination.




	Certification
	Prerequisites
	Duration to Complete
	Testing & Requirements

	Registered Specification Writer (RSW)
	✅ Active CSC Membership.
✅ Completed the PCD & Specifier Courses offered by CSC.
✅ 5 years’ experience in architecture or engineering.
✅ Complete a min. of 4,500 hrs of specification writing experience.
✅ Complete a min. of 1,000 hrs of construction administration experience.
	Varies based on individual progress. Approx 3 years.
	Thesis submission and defence to the RSW Subcommittee.
Closed book examination.
Three project examples of recent specifications authored by the applicant.

	Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA)
	✅ Active CSC Membership.
✅ Completed the PCD & CCA Courses offered by CSC.
✅ 5 years’ experience in administration of Contracts.
✅ Complete a min. of 3,600 hrs of construction review; 2,250 hrs of documentation preparation/review; and 600 hrs of construction administration related meetings.
	Varies based on individual progress
	Demonstration of competency achieved by successful submission of the application forms for CCCA Subcommittee review.
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